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definite continuance of his life ? Progress may be a
progress in evil as well as a progress in good; even
an increase in real knowledge may be turned to ill
account. And progress even in a right direction re-
mains imperfect, being marred by that want of full
agreement between the dictates of what is felt to be
right and the actual course of the life. Hence it is
well conceivable that a continued existence in our
earthly life, taking it all in all, might not be a boon,
but the reverse.

But it may be said, Is not the idea of such a con-
tinuance purely chimerical ? Are not the lives of all
animals terminated by death, and as man is an
animal, must it not be the same with him ? What
is the use of speculating as to what might have been
under a supposed condition as to man, for which we
have no analogy in animated nature ?

The reply to this is that, so far as we know, man
is unique among animals in the possession of an in-
tellectual and moral nature. It may be that, accord-
ing to his original condition, means were provided
in connection in some way with his unique
moral nature, whereby he was exempted from the
decay and death to which all the rest of the animal
kingdom was subject; but that with the loss of his
original moral condition he ceased to be in possession
of those means, and became subject to decay and
death like all other animals.